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Practical Welfare
Speakers offer management changes to improve the welfare of beef cattle.
by Kasey Brown, associate editor, & Troy Smith, field editor

E

very time cattlemen interact with cattle
is an opportunity to improve the welfare
of that animal. That was a prominent theme
of the 4th International Symposium on
Beef Cattle Welfare hosted by Iowa State
University in Ames, Iowa, July 16-18. Most
of the speakers said that by improving
the animal’s situation, you also improve
your own and the animal’s performance.
Pain mitigation, handling and housing
considerations are all practical suggestions to
improving beef cattle welfare.
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and the pain and inflammation fades more
quickly, she said.
“The lack of efficacy of the NSAID in
the banded bulls indicates noxiousness due
to more pain. We recommend not banding
bulls,” she explained.
— by Kasey Brown
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Cattlemen must be vigilant
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in monitoring their cattle and
design and handler
In an initial study, Hötzel says three groups taking the appropriate measures facility
Inappropriate handling
training can create voluntary
of calves were observed — weaned by nose
early in the day before panting is cattle flow without the use of episodes occur when
flap, by fenceline separation, and a control
noticed. Cattle at the most risk
handlers don’t understand
driving aids.
group of abruptly weaned calves. Those
are unhealthy or previously sick,
how to perform the task.
weaned by nose flap and fenceline spent
dark-hided, high-producing, competing at
We must take responsibility for our actions
more time eating, less time walking and
the water bunk, and those on endophyteand set our animals up for success, said
vocalizing, and had better average daily gains
infested grasses.
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Hands-on Beef Cattle Welfare CONTINUED FROM PAGE 117
Tom Noffsinger, a feedlot veterinarian and
animal-handling consultant.
A lot of bad situations come from
untrained handlers or untrained cattle.
Proper facility design and handler training
can create voluntary cattle flow without the
use of driving aids such as flags, paddles,
sticks and prods.
“If you keep doing what you’re doing and
it’s bad, you’re going to keep getting what
you’ve got,” Noffsinger asserted. He said some
Australian friends quip that Americans don’t
roll their own cigarettes anymore. Americans
tend to get frustrated and keep doing what
isn’t working instead of stopping and reevaluating the situation.
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Cattle need to see where you want them to
go, and handlers should put pressure on the
front of the animal, not the back.
“You have to interact with the correct
portion of the cow — the eye,” Noffsinger
explained. “When cattle can see you, they
can interact with you. They crave to see
the destination and the source of guidance
simultaneously.”
He highlighted a few caregiver goals,
which included greeting new arrivals to
alleviate some relocation stress, demonstrate
communication skills, encourage health
status honesty, recognize abnormalities,
allow the immune system to function,
enhance water and feed intake levels, and

encourage rest and recuperation. Cattle
that are uncomfortable in their home won’t
drink.
Cattle lick and chew when comfortable,
he observed. The goal is to have them
comfortable during processing, or any time
they are interacting with humans.
He urged cattle owners and managers to
realize that success and harmony start at the
top. Make sure every interaction between
caregivers and animals is a good one.
— by Kasey Brown

