
These include making sure that 
cattle are fed and provided water; 
making sure that grassland and 
forages are managed to nourish the 
herd now and in the future; and 
making sure that cattle that are sick 
or injured are cared for appropriately.  

These foundational procedures 
are performed every day, regardless 
of weather, convenience or other 
priorities. Following Beef Quality 
Assurance (BQA) guidelines is 
also foundational for beef cattle 
producers in the United States. 

The BQA program is funded by 
the Beef Checkoff and is coordinated 
at the national level and then 
implemented by the state to provide 
training to beef producers and 
information for beef consumers. 

On down the line
Producers have two customers to 

please: the next owner of the cattle 
in the production chain and the beef-
eating consumer. Both customer 
groups deserve and demand a high-
quality product free of preventable 
defects. The BQA program developed 
training manuals and videos for 
all segments of the cattle industry, 
including cow-calf, stocker and 
backgrounder, feedyard and trucking. 

The training focuses on important 
topics such as animal handling, 

nutrition, cattle health, proper use 
of chemicals, vaccines, emergency 
planning, euthanasia, meat quality, 
and recordkeeping.

The goal is to help cattle producers 
raise cattle under optimum 
management and environmental 
conditions, and to communicate to 
beef consumers that U.S. producers 
use commonsense animal husbandry 
in combination with scientific 
research. This is to ensure that the 
beef products they buy are safe and 
wholesome, delicious, and raised in 
a way that protects people and the 
environment.

Connectedness 
In a day of increasing connection 

via the internet, BQA principles are 
more vital than ever before. BQA 
began as an effort to ensure that 
violative chemical residues were not 
present in marketed beef. 

Originally called “Beef Safety 
Assurance,” the program’s early 
emphasis was on assuring the safety 
of beef. However, BQA has become 
much more than a safety assurance 
program. Today, BQA training has 
expanded to include information to 
help producers address key attributes 
such as animal health and well-
being, biosecurity to protect the 
herd, good production performance, 

environmental stewardship, animal 
welfare, and recordkeeping systems 
that satisfy FDA, USDA, and EPA 
guidelines all while meeting the 
needs of the cattle producer. 

BQA principles have been around 
for several decades and are supported 
by the entire beef industry. But the 
success of BQA depends on each beef 
producer doing his or her part. 

There are two ways to become BQA 
certified, one way is to attend an in-
person training lead by BQA trainers 
— these training sessions typically 
last two to four hours. The other 
option is to take an online course, 
which takes an estimated two hours. 

Regardless of how you become 
BQA certified, the training will 
help you design and implement 
sound management practices. 
More information about BQA and 
becoming BQA certified can be found 
at www.bqa.org.  

Editor’s note: Robert L. Larson is a professor 
of production medicine and executive 
director of Veterinary Medicine Continuing 
Education at Kansas State University in 
Manhattan, Kan.    

BQA: The Foundation for Doing the Right Thing
There are many aspects of running a cattle ranch that are foundational — 

aspects that are always done and done well. 

by Bob Larson, Kansas State University
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Announcing the Vance Uden Estate Dispersal TC Ranch Angus Cow Herd Dispersal Sale

THE DISPERSAL 
OF THE CENTURY

Monday & Tuesday   October 28 & 29, 2019
Monday – 3 PM • Tuesday – 8 AM

1,000 HEAD
Spring Pairs • Fall Pairs • Bred Heifers

Open Heifers • Donors • Herd Sires

Selling

For your free reference sale booklet, contact anyone in the office of the Sale Managers, TOM BURKE, KURT SCHAFF, JEREMY HAAG,  AMERICAN ANGUS HALL OF FAME at the 
WORLD ANGUS HEADQUARTERS, Box 660, Smithville, MO 64089. Phone 816/532-0811. Fax 816/532-0851. Email: angushall@angushall.com • www.angushall.com

DRU UDEN 
308/470-0740 CELL

 308/425-6000 OFFICE
1524 G Rd. • Franklin NE 68939

www.tcranch.com
E-mail: tcranch1@frontiernet.net

The TC Herd was established in 1950 and this one family business has had 45 consecutive sales.  Every female selling is 
carrying a TC prefix and backed by generations of time-tested TC genetics.

Over the years, the TC herd has been the source of many new herd sires and a valued place to buy your next major herd sire.  
TC has been a pioneer exhibitor at the National Western Stock Show and has had numerous Champion Carloads at the National 
Western.  Never before has there been a worldwide creation of superior genetics offered of this caliber in one setting. 

The 2019 bull calves will be retained for the February 26, 2020 bull sale along with the confirmed pregnancies due in 2020.

TC PROUD PRINCESS 3008 
Reg # 17630788 - She sells.

Sire: Connealy Thunder • Dam’s Sire: TC Aberdeen 759

TC ERICA EILEEN 4003 
Reg # 17912455 - She sells.

Sire: TC Aberdeen 759 
Dam’s Sire: Connealy Right Answer 746

TC BANDEVA 3022 
Reg # 17634721 - She sells.

Sire: TC Forthright 9284 
Dam’s Sire: TC Total 410

TC MARCIA 6082 
Reg # 18642947 - She sells.

Sire: Sitz Dollar Up 489Z 
Dam’s Sire: Sydgen Doc 9017

TC LADY ALLISON 4008 
Reg # 17912458 - She sells.

Sire: TC Forthright 9284 • Dam’s Sire: Connealy Irish 0204
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