World
Forum
From the Andes to the Atlantic
Ocean, Argentina and Chile are
amazing countries. Angus breeders
discovered that firsthand during
the 1989 World Angus Forum tour.
by Keith Evans

This Chilean Cowboy on a Criollo horse displays tthe traditional dress.

The Seventh World Angus
Forum in Mar del Plata,
Argentina, Nov. 5-9, 1989, provided the
springboard for an American Angus
Association sponsored tour. This tour
covered Argentina from the Andes
Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean and
gave the group a glimpse at the booming
economy of Chile.
Forty-nine Angus breeders from the
United States and Canada left Miami
International Airport on Oct. 27. After a
non-stop, eight-hour flight to Santiago,
Chile, the group was joined by Bernardo
and Anna Velez of Medillen, Colombia,
which made the group truly
international.

Santiago, Chile
This modern city, with the Andes
Mountains at its back and the Pacific
Ocean just 40 miles from its front, was
the first tour stop.
On a trip to a Criollo horse farm west
of the city, the new development and
industry in Chile was evident. Economic
growth in the country’s free market

system has averaged well over 12 percent
in the last few years.
Criollo horses are the native Chilean
breed developed from the animals
brought by the Spanish. The tour group
inspected prized studs owned by the
Cordero family, then was given a
dramatic demonstration of Chilean rodeo.
It is nothing like North American rodeo.

Mendoza, Argentina
On Oct. 30 the tour went by private
bus over the rugged Andes Mountains to
Mendoza, Argentina. The route passed by
Mount Anconcagua. At 6,960 meters
(22,834 feet) in elevation, it is the highest
point of the Andes.
Mendoza is a beautiful city, west of
Buenos Aires, in the high desert area.
Nearly everything that grows here must
be irrigated. It is also a place where San
Martin, after liberating Argentina from
the Spanish, left to cross the Andes to
help liberate Chile and then Peru.
Nearly every community in these
three countries has a San Martin street,
square and statue.

The customs in Mendoza and rural
Argentina reflect life of a century ago.
Shops and businesses, which open at 9
a.m. each morning, close down from 12:30
to about 4:30 p.m. Then they reopen until
about 9 p.m. Lunch is the big meal of the
day and the dinner hour is from 9 to 10
p.m., a custom that North Americans
adjusted to in varying degrees.
Argentina is a country of some 30
million people, mostly of European
descent. Nearly half the population lives
in the Buenos Aires area. The countryside
is sparsely populated.
Argentina stretches from the cold,
southern tip, a stone’s throw from
Antarctica, to jungle area in the north,
above the tropic of Capricorn.
The Pampas, which include some of
the most productive land in the world, are
roughly in a 550-km (340-mile) radius of
Buenos Aires. Here, 85 percent of the
cattle are raised.
Cattle came to Argentina in 1580 from
Paraguay. They were descendents of
Spanish cattle and developed into wild
herds on the lush Pampas. These cattle
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People in Argentina love beef. In 1988
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